
Indian Matchlock Rifle (Toradar)
Sindh, First half of the 19th century

Wood, steel, gold
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Firearms first arrived in India with the Portuguese in 1498, who brought matchlock muskets and ships
armed with cannons.1 The toradar evolved from this technology, and despite the invention of the more

efficient wheellock and flintlock mechanisms, the matchlock remained in use in India well into the
19th century.2 In the tradition of the jezail from neighbouring Afghanistan, guns from the Sindh region of
India (in modern-day Pakistan) have long barrels and fish-tail butts. The function of its most distinctive

feature, the curved stock, is debated, but a possible explanation is that it helped hold the gun under the
armpit whilst the bearer rode a horse. The trigger is positioned on the stock, rather than directly below

the mechanism, making it an infamously unwieldly weapon.3  

Typical of toradars from Sindh, the barrel is made from highly-textured Damascus steel. The barrel is
mounted onto the stock with five engraved silver capucines. Silver panels engraved with similar floral
and vegetal motifs are applied at the butt and the receiver. Gold koftgari enriches the muzzle, ramrod,

and breech. A matchlock rifle in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (accession no. 36.25.2141),
dated to the second quarter of the 19th century, shares similar koftgari ornamentation on its Damascus

steel barrel. A toradar in the Royal Collections (accession no. RCIN 37887) at Sandringham, from
19th century Sindh, was presented to King Edward VII during his tour of India in 1875. Its stock and butt

are similarly ornamented.  

Highly unusually for an object of this date, there is an inscription in a Laṇḍā script. Laṇḍā scripts were
used in Punjab and parts of North India to write Sindhi, Pashto, Punjabi, Hindustani, Kashmiri, Saraiki,

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/30586
https://www.rct.uk/collection/37887/matchlock-gun-toradar


and Balochi, as well as other dialects. They fell out of use in the 19th century in favour of Perso-Arabic
scripts and Devangari. 

This is the only example known to us of a rifle from Sindh with an inscription in Laṇḍā, rather than Perso-
Arabic.

n.b. accession nos are clickable links 
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